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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS BACK 
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IWMA 
FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES IN FY 2021-22 

ADOPTION OF FY 2022-23 BUDGET 

IWMA OFFICE BUILDING FOUNDATION CRUMBLING 

ORGANIC RECYCLED PROCUREMENT REQUIREMENTS 

 

LAFCO CANCELLED 

LAST WEEK  

 

NO BOS 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
SHORT AND LITE 

 

COASTAL COMMISSION 
SUPPORTIVE OF OFFSHORE WIND DEVELOPMENT  

 

EMERGENT ISSUES 

 

  COVID LOW IN COUNTY 

 

GAVIN NEWSOM’S DIRTY ENERGY SECRET 
 

COLAB IN DEPTH                                                                                         
SEE PAGE 15 

THE TWO MOST DESTRUCTIVE FRAUDS IN HISTORY 

Through deliberate and easily reversed policies, the cost-of-living in 
America is being elevated to empower the wealthy and impoverish 

everyone else in the name of equity and fighting climate change 

BY EDWARD RING 

https://amgreatness.com/author/edwardring/
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CALIFORNIA BURNING: BOOK REVIEW                    

The ideological commitments of politicians and regulators blinded them to 

the depredations of parasitic actors who extracted huge amounts of money 

from the system and introduced instability that ultimately led to disaster BY 

HELEN ANDREWS 

PLUTOCRATIC SOCIALISM AND WAR ON THE 

MIDDLE CLASS 

The future of the republic depends on the middle-class virtues that property 

ownership helps to cultivate                                                                                            
BY MARK T. MITCHELL 

  
  

THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS                                                              
ALL MEETINGS ARE AT 9:00 AM UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 

 

 

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, September 13, 2022 (Scheduled) 

 

Item 3 - Request to 1) approve responses to the FY 2021-22 Grand Jury report titled "Inspection 

Report for San Luis Obispo County Law Enforcement and Detention Facilities"; and 2) forward 

the responses to the Presiding Judge of the Superior Court by September 23, 2022.  Every year the 

grand jury in each county is required to inspect and file a report and recommendations on their 

respective county’s jails, juvenile halls, holding cells, and other law enforcement facilities. The Sheriff 

and Board of Supervisors are required to report to the Presiding Judge on whether they agree with the 

findings and recommendations. 

  

The 2021-22 Jury conducted an extensive study and has provided many recommendations. The Jury 

was also complimentary of the extensive steps undertaken by the Sheriff and funded by the Board of 

Supervisors to protect the rights of prisoners, especially those suffering from mental illness or other 

vulnerabilities. The contracting out of jail medical care, placing mental health services within the jail, 

providing augmented training and career advancement opportunities for jail staff, the establishment of 

the Stepping Up standards program, and other measures are all cited as positive. 

 

The Jury supports expanded staffing and facility enhancements. However, its report does not provide 

recommendations on how such improvements can be funded. This omission is pretty typical of grand 

jury reports in various counties throughout the state. This situation allows the juries to escape 

accountability, as they are free to recommend all manner of reforms, new and expanded programs, 

https://www.theamericanconservative.com/author/helen-andrews/
https://www.theamericanconservative.com/author/mark-t-mitchell/
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more and better facilities, and more and better compensated staff without ever having to address the 

hard realities faced by management and elected policy makers. 

 

The Legislature should reform the Grand Jury statute to require that the civil grand juries provide 

financing recommendations commensurate with their program recommendations. 

 

 
 

 

Item 5 - Request to 1) approve responses to the FY 2021-22 Grand Jury report titled "San Luis 

Obispo County Mental Health Services: A Perilous Journey for Those in Need;" and 2) forward 

the responses to the Presiding Judge of the Superior Court by September 23, 2022.  The report is 

extensive and is based on Grand Jury onsite observations, staff interviews, patient interviews, and 

patient family interviews. It covers the Behavioral Health Department, Sheriff’s Department interaction 

with the mental health system, and the Health Agency, which is a super department structure that 

oversees both the Behavioral Health Department and the Public Health Department. The item is on the 

consent calendar and is too significant to be given short shrift. It should be pulled and discussed in 

detail. It should actually be rescheduled as a business item with advance notice; however there may not 

be time, given the statutory deadline to respond. 

 

The Board of Supervisors’ draft responses abdicates any responsibility, in that it simply adopts the 

Health Agency and Behavioral Health Department’s repossess their responses to each of the findings 

and recommendations. 

 

In each case (see the Findings and Recommendations below), the proposed Board response is “The 

Board of Supervisors adopts the response of the Health Agency.” 

 

This seems peculiar, since one of the Board’s stated top priorities is preventing and reducing 

homelessness. A significant portion of the mental health and criminal justice system workloads is 

addressing homelessness. 

 

A Significant Grand Jury Statement:  
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We have complained for years about the Boards’ (both left and right majorities) hands off approach on 

commanding and insuring prompt action by management on its priorities. As former Supervisors Adam 

Hill and Frank Mecham used to say, “We have professional staff, we aren’t going to micro manage.” 

The question then becomes, as a combined legislative-executive form of government, what are you 

going to manage?  

 

The Jury points out that this approach is far too laissez-faire in this case. 

 

Despite what we heard and read from County leaders, the Grand Jury found evidence of what Michael 

Lipsky wrote in his textbook, Street Level Bureaucracy, that, “The decisions of streetlevel bureaucrats, 

the routines they establish, and the devices they invent to cope with uncertainties and work pressures, 

effectively become the public policies they carry out.”  

 

In one case, the Jury found that the staff of one of the County’s mental health contractors was sitting 

around and doing nothing all day. When the County staff pointed this out, the contractors papered over 

the observation cameras in their work areas. 

 

Does the Board or even management have any idea of the productivity rates of both its in-house staff 

services and its outside contractors?  

 

How many patients are admitted each day? 

 

How many receive treatment/counseling each day? 

 

What are the staffing/provider ratios to patients in each setting? 

 

What are the top ten diagnoses? 

 

How many patients are cured or move to a less intense level of care? 

 

 

Findings: 

 

F1. SLO County has failed to create and maintain a safe, orderly, effective and efficient means for 

ensuring that persons experiencing mental health issues receive the care they need, when they need it. 

The average and sometimes extended time periods Held persons spend in local emergency rooms prior 

to placement in an appropriate treatment facility is unacceptable as demonstrated by records from 

multiple emergency room encounters. 

 

 F2. By relying on the four private hospital emergency rooms as the primary point of intake for persons 

experiencing mental health issues, SLO County has created a situation in which the quality and 

capacity of other emergency medical care within our county is at constant risk of degradation due to a 

variety of factors all relating to the requirement that those hospitals provide psychiatric services as 

primary care facilities for which they have little or no dedicated expertise or resources. Attachment 1  

 

 

F3. SLO County does not provide adequate resources to ensure the safety and security of both County 

and contractor staff who work in mental health services facilities and hospitals based on documented 

incidents. 
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 F4. Despite an almost dizzying array of scheduled interagency, inter and intra-departmental meetings, 

teams, and working groups, SLO County fails to provide the kind of unified, integrated, and “single” 

voice leadership needed to ensure that espoused policy regarding the delivery of mental health services 

in a manner that meets the needs of our community while simultaneously respecting and appropriately 

protecting the professionals who strive to provide such services.  

 

F5. SLO County is entirely dependent on private service providers located outside of our County to 

provide beds and treatment for all Held juveniles and for those adults who don’t fit the criteria for 

acceptance at the PHF. 

 

Recommendations:  

 

R1. SLO County should commit to creating a single, integrated and unified mental health services 

center that houses the PHF, the CSU, the MHET, outpatient coordination, juvenile mental health 

services, and that includes a medical health triage and screening facility where all Held persons, 

regardless of age, categorization or insurance status, can be medically cleared prior to placement in 

an appropriate section of the mental health facility.  

 

R2. SLO County should relieve the four private hospitals in our County of the responsibility for 

warehousing Held persons.  

 

 

R3. SLO County should seek the financial resources needed to hire and retain outpatient mental health 

services professional staff in sufficient number to allow for reasonable and customary caseload 

management ratios.  

 

Note:  Here again, as in agenda Item 3, above, the Jury makes no effort to be accountable for the 

resource side of its recommendations. Why wouldn’t they ask the executives and managers whom the 

interviewed in the first place? 

 

R4. SLO County should seek the financial resources needed to hire and retain mental health services 

professional staff in sufficient number to meet the needs of Held juveniles within our county.  

 

R5. The SLO County Sheriff’s Office, SLO County Behavioral Health Services, and the SLO County 

Board of Supervisors should jointly devise and implement a plan to ensure that properly trained and 

certified correctional officers are assigned in sufficient number to provide for the safety and security of 

all staff and Held persons when such persons are in the County’s care and custody no matter which 

facility is responsible for the patient.  

 

The Health Agency’s response to each of the recommendations is, “This recommendation item requires 

further analysis.” In each case there is an accompanying paragraph that lists some of the potential 

obstacles. The Board then adopts the Health Agency responses as its own. In other words, “Ain't 

anything going to happen on this one?” 

 

Oh well, everyone can go decompress in the soundwomb pods for $250,000 per year. Wonder how this 

is going? 
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Item 7 - Request to 1) adopt a resolution establishing the Citizens’ Homelessness Accountability 

Commission (CHAC); and 2) approve the proposed bylaws for the CHAC.  

 

The core of this effort within government structures is the Regional Homelessness Action Committee, 

consisting of the County CAO, City Managers, and the Homeless Services Division Manager. The 

specific purpose of the Regional Homelessness Action Committee is to serve as the mechanism that 

implements operational planning and tactical execution of the Countywide Plan. Committee input on 

the Countywide Plan stems from the ongoing interactions with housing developers, nonprofit service 

providers, hospitals, citizens with lived homelessness experience, and other citizen-based organizations 

with City Staffs and the Homeless Services Division as well as Homeless Services Oversight Council 

(HSOC) and the CHAC.  

 

  

What if the 

homeless won’t                         

co-operate?  
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Item 33 - Request to: 1) Approve the 2022-23 American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA) grant 

funding allocations in the amount of $5,925,000 to Community Based Organizations (CBO) to 

address the goals of the countywide Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) determined 

by a Request for Applications process, 2) delegate authority to the Health Agency Director, 

including Interim Health Agency Director, or their designee to sign any contracts, amendments, 

subcontracts or any other documents related to the grant allocations and/or agreements, 3) 

approve a corresponding budget adjustment for appropriation for FC 160 - Payments to Other 

Agencies using Public Health ARPA funding in FC 101 – Non-Departmental Revenues in the 

total amount of $5,925,000, by 4/5.  This item contains a list of allocations of American Rescue Plan 

(ARPA) funds to not-for-profit agencies. The County staff originally proposed a strategic approach to 

use the funds on high priority issues. The numerous not-for-profit health, social service, and 

governmental agencies revolted and forced the County to spread the funding across a variety of 

agencies and purposes. Per the table below, the County has received $55 million in ARPA funding, 

which has been programmed as displayed. This $5.9 million tranche of funding comes from the $9 

million line and is divided up among 12 not-for-profit and 2 governmental agencies. 

 

 
 

 

See Addendum I on pages 27-29 for details.  What do you think? 

 

What if the $55 million could have been used strategically for the problems outlined in agenda Item 3, 

above, on the mental health system instead of being piecemealed? 

 

The staff had to have done an immense amount of work on this several times over. 

 

Since this is one time funding, the Board of Supervisors will come under sharp pressure when it runs 

out, as the recipients beg to keep the new and expanded programs operating.  

 

 

MATTERS AFTER 1:30 PM 
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Item 39 - Hearing to consider an ordinance amending Auditor-Controller-Treasurer Tax 

Collector (ACTTC), Planning and Building, and Sheriff-Coroner Cannabis Fees in the County 

Fee Schedule “B” for Fiscal Year 2022-23; and approve a resolution amending the Position 

Allocation List (PAL) as outlined in the recommendation; approve a FY 2022-23 contract award 

to Hinderliter, De Llamas, and Associates, in the cumulative amount not to exceed $100,000 for 

cannabis auditing and consulting services; and approve two corresponding budget adjustments in 

the amount of $836,196 that includes transfer of appropriation in the amount of $366,233 from 

FC 142 – Planning and Building to FC 136 – Sheriff Coroner and increase revenue and 

expenditure totaling $369,963 for Sheriff Coroner to cover unbudgeted expenses and increase 

revenue and expenditure totaling $100,000 for FC 117 – ACTTC to cover unbudgeted expenses, 

by 4/5 vote.  The item centralizes responsibility for cannabis permitting and enforcement activities in 

the Sheriff’s Department. It had previously been split between Planning and the Sheriff’s Department.  

 

The item also eliminates the fees that Planning had been charging for enforcement and enables the 

Sheriff to charge higher fees to cover the Department’s new costs. It also provides funding for an 

outside auditing firm to assist the County.   

 

 
The Sheriff’s Office is proposing the following new fees for a full cost recovery of the program:  
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It is not clear from the presentation how the new fees and higher fees will impact the development of 

the industry within the County? This structure could favor large well capitalized firms versus small 

operators. Will higher fees drive more growers into the black market?  
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SLO County Integrated Waste Management Authority Board Meeting of Wednesday, September 

14, 2022 (Scheduled) 1:30 PM 

 

 

The meeting is heavy duty and includes major financial items, a report on the agency’s office 

building’s crumbling foundation, and the setting of organic recycled material procurement 

requirements for each of the 7 cities and the unincorporated county area. 

 

 
 

LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 
  

No Board of Supervisors Meeting on Tuesday, September 6, 2022 (Not Scheduled)  

 

 

California Coastal Commission Meeting of Wednesday September 7, 2022 (Completed) 

 

Item 6a - Sunrise from the West: renewables, offshore wind and the road to 100% clean energy 

future Informational Presentation by the California Energy Commission Chair, David 



12 

 

Hochchild, on the role of offshore wind and other renewables in achieving California’s clean 

energy goals.  State Energy Commission Chairman Hochschild (a smooth Harvard type) provided the 

Commission with an update on next steps for development of offshore wind electric generation. The 

presentation also covered the future of green energy development in the state from all sources. The 

Coastal Commission seemed thrilled as the sophisticated Steve McQueenish Hochschild described the 

impending fossil-free millennium paradise. For whatever reason, it will also spark social equity to 

disadvantaged populations and other forms of bliss. 

The development will be offshore of San Luis Obispo County. Sites will be auctioned off this fall. 

Once the energy companies are selected, the Coastal Commission will be working with the Feds and 

Energy Commission to expedite permitting. The County will of necessity be involved in any permitting 

for onshore facilities, maritime support facilities, transmission and switching faculties, etc. 

 Hochschild stated that the wind farms would result in $100 million in investment, albeit most of it 

government-subsidized by tax credits and energy grants. 

 

In an interesting side light, the Chairman revealed that the State Energy Commission is working to 

reclassify nuclear and large hydro energy as carbon free and perhaps renewable. Of course, the state 

would never allow this before, and it severely damaged PG&E by its refusal to acknowledge the truth. 

 

Now, in order to meet its stated goals, the State is removing its own goal posts in an effort to appear to 

be making more progress than it has actually achieved. Of course, all of this is taking place as you are 

exhorted to turn off your appliances and swelter in the dark. 
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 EMERGENT ISSUES 
 

Item 1 - COVID in SLO County.  The new case level declined slightly. 

 

  
7 (1 ICU)** SLO County Residents with COVID-19 in Hospital 

  
Item 2 - Energy Suicide.  The Wall Street Journal pointed out the State’s energy policy is 

undermining business as it forced shutdowns of manufacturing and desalination plants, and forced the 

State to import coal-fired electricity. Local news sources won’t cover the hypocrisy.  
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The graph below depicts the crisis on September 6, 2022 when the State declared and energy 

emergency and texted everyone to shut down appliances, air conditioners, and to not charge other 

electric vehicles to forestall rolling blackouts. 
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COLAB IN DEPTH                                                           
IN FIGHTING THE TROUBLESOME, LOCAL DAY-TO-DAY ASSAULTS ON OUR 

FREEDOM AND PROPERTY, IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN MIND THE LARGER 

UNDERLYING IDEOLOGICAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC CAUSES 

 

 THE TWO MOST DESTRUCTIVE FRAUDS IN HISTORY 

Through deliberate and easily reversed policies, the cost-of-living in 
America is being elevated to empower the wealthy and impoverish 

everyone else in the name of equity and fighting climate change 

BY EDWARD RING 

 

System almost 

broke at 7:00 PM. 

Solar isn’t available when needed. And is negligible in the 

big picture. Don’t charge your Tesla after 3PM.  

https://amgreatness.com/author/edwardring/
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It’s getting harder and harder not to abandon faith in the institutions we once regarded as respectable 

and relied on to keep the country moving. It is harder still to avoid rejecting unequivocally what have 

become their core governing premises, which seem to be entirely different from what we once believed 

them to be.  

So here goes: the entire “climate crisis” is an opportunistic hoax; the entire “equity” (along with 

“diversity” and “inclusion”) movement is a corrupt fraud. This hoax and this fraud have permeated and 

overwhelmed every formerly respectable sector of American life, with disastrous consequences we’ve 

only just begun to feel. 

If you are someone who still has faith in the ultimate resilience of the institutions that once made 

America great, try researching positive new ideas. Try to identify and promote solutions to genuine 

challenges we face as a nation. Invariably, as you peruse the promotional literature of today’s 

innovators, no matter what it is you’ve found, you’ll have to sift through endless drivel about carbon 

this and sustainable that, along with diversity this and equity that, before you might find any facts that 

matter. 

This is a huge problem. Obsessive focus on climate and equity priorities, even supposing those to be 

important, obscures the essence of pretty much anything substantive one is trying to achieve and 

deflects attention away from whether or not a new product or innovation might have genuine value. We 

get it. Less carbon. More diversity. But does the proposed solution work? 

Thanks to the obfuscating filters of climate and equity, separating useful ideas from monstrous scams is 

far more laborious than it should be. And all the while, the scams are getting bigger. 

Climate and Equity Politics Will Destroy America 

In the name of staving off climate change, the standard of living of all but the wealthiest Americans is 

being deliberately reduced by people who are utterly indifferent to the fate of the rest. This deliberate 

destruction doesn’t have to be understood as a conspiracy because so much of it is merely the logical 

response to an open, incessantly trumpeted “consensus” that appears noble in its aspirations but is 

diabolical in its impact. 

It goes something like this: The climate emergency, along with the inequity of white privilege, are 

existential threats to humanity, and therefore both require a “reset” to put things right. 

To make it almost impossible for Americans to unite and stop the destruction of their way of life, in 

case the sacred and urgent consensus regarding climate and equity isn’t enough, Americans are also 

trained to hate each other. And that trope, repeated endlessly and everywhere in myriad iterations, goes 

like this: If you are a member of the heteropatriarchy, you are an oppressor. If you’re not, you’re a 

victim.  

Of course, the entire narrative must be questioned because it’s all a pack of lies. 

Every scientist, every climate “expert,” who speaks publicly on climate change is well aware that his 

career and reputation depends on saying precisely the right thing. Expressing doubt could be costly. 

Those scientists who do stand up to the “consensus” are typically retired and less vulnerable to having 

their livelihoods terminated. But these scientists are labeled “deniers” and banned from social media as 
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soon as they develop a following of any consequence. So the mainstream media ignores them unless 

the purpose is to smear their reputations. 

As for “equity,” even black conservatives cannot share basic truths. Intact families with a father and 

mother are the most reliable guarantor of individual success in life. But if you say this, as the eloquent 

Larry Elder often does, you are chastised as “the black face of white supremacy.”  

According to no less than the Smithsonian Institution, if you have a work ethic, a useful education, if 

you are punctual, polite, self-reliant, and think rationally, you are giving in to “white dominant culture.” 

If, on the other hand, you embrace thug culture and commit crimes at a disproportionate rate, your 

offenses are excused because you are a victim of systemic white racism. 

This infantile nonsense—and those examples barely begin to describe it—has been spewed into 

American culture for at least two generations. It has turned the average voter into a Pavlovian stooge, 

completely unaware that it’s not white privilege, climate change, or racism that is to blame for the 

average price of rent to double in the last 12 months or the price of electricity to triple, or the price of 

food to quadruple in some instances. Rather, this reset trauma is a logical next step in the consolidation 

of wealth and power in America into the hands of a few hundred billionaires. 

Thwarting Obvious Solutions 

Listed below are some of the major problems Americans face, along with obvious solutions. Here as 

well are the reasons our elite claim these solutions are unacceptable, the real reason for their objections, 

the solutions they’re pushing instead, and why their solutions are dreadfully wrong. 

We have expensive energy. The rational solution is to develop more oil and gas, along with nuclear 

power.  

We’re having a drought. The rational solution is to increase the supply of water by collecting storm 

runoff in new reservoirs and aquifers, desalinate water from the ocean, and recycle wastewater.  

We have a food crisis. Irrigate more crops with the enhanced water supply, let cattle graze in the 

forests, and build more meat processing plants.  

We have forest fires, and lumber is too expensive. Bring back the timber industry.  

We have a housing crisis. Abolish the ridiculously overwritten building code requirements, relax the 

zoning laws that prohibit urban expansion, quit charging criminally high fees for building permits, and 

deregulate the industries that supply building materials. 

None of this can be done, however, because all of it would supposedly destroy the environment. Would 

it? Notice the common thread: the obvious, common sense solutions involve fostering abundance, 

something Americans used to be good at doing. But the preferred solution to every problem now is to 

conserve, to restrict, to ration, and to pay higher prices.  

When you impose regulatory barriers in the name of sustainability, you don’t merely raise the prices of 

water, energy, food, and housing. You drive out of business the small competitors that might emerge to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F-GotqfNrmg
https://www.aei.org/op-eds/smithsonian-institution-explains-that-rationality-hard-work-are-racist/
https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2019/crime-in-the-u.s.-2019/tables/expanded-homicide-data-table-6.xls
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serve the demand for these products and services. They don’t have the economies of scale to navigate 

the regulations, pay the permits, and fight off litigation. Meanwhile, monopolistic multinational 

corporations with sunk costs and strong balance sheets collect windfall profits because the demand-

driven prices they can charge increase far more than their production expenses. 

It is impossible to overstate how centralized financial power in America has already become. 

BlackRock, an investment fund dedicated to the divestment of American fossil fuels, now has over $10 

trillion under management. BlackRock is only the biggest of many powerful investment funds 

promoting “ESG” (short for “environmental, social, and governance,” these are climate change and 

equity-inspired criteria used to screen investments), with the declared goal of eliminating fossil fuel. 

Any energy-literate person knows this is impossible. They will not succeed. But they can, and will, 

make the price of oil and gas prohibitively expensive. 

It isn’t just BlackRock and the big hedge funds, however, that have tacitly agreed to turn America into 

a nation of lords and serfs. With a few heroic exceptions, it’s every individual and company with a 

billion or more dollars to throw around.  

Homeownership was once the one sure way Americans had to build generational wealth. But housing is 

becoming more and more unaffordable. A middle class family cannot compete with institutional 

investors who buy homes by the thousand, and pay for them in cash. To help keep housing prices high, 

they’re letting foreign buyers get a piece of the action. That keeps real estate portfolios appreciating, 

and it also helps collateralize the dollar. Who wants Chinese gold, when you can buy American real 

estate with your surplus dollars?  

And to make sure that every time a family farm patriarch dies, the land gets purchased by a 

multinational corporation or a billionaire hedge fund or a foreign sovereign wealth fund, cram down the 

production of fertilizer, then jack up its price along with every other agricultural input from seeds and 

tractor fuel to irrigation water, and drive them out of business. 

Do all this for the earth. Do it for sustainability. 

Never mind that renewables are as destructive to ecosystems as conventional energy. Never mind that 

without large-scale use of commercial fertilizer, ordinary citizens in developed nations are driven into 

poverty, and those in poorer nations starve to death. Protect the climate! Fight racism! This is vacuous, 

unwarranted, evil nonsense, and yet we have to hear Judy Woodruff, Lester Holt, Nora O’Donnell, 

David Muir, and all the rest of the thespian marionettes who masquerade as journalists intone this litany 

day after day, until we’re so numb we no longer realize we’re being fed garbage. 

What’s happening to Americans right now is a monstrous crime. Through deliberate and easily 

reversed policies, the cost of living in America is being elevated to empower the wealthy and 

impoverish everyone else. The justification for all of this is the climate emergency that must be 

countered by any means necessary, and systemic racism that must be eradicated. 

Climate alarmists and equity fanatics must be confronted. If they are sincere, they must be shown how 

they’ve been lied to. If they are opportunists, they must be held accountable. Candid and unequivocal 

rejection of the climate and equity agenda does not diminish concern for the environment and respect 

for the dignity of all individuals. In fact, it restores authenticity to those sentiments and opens pathways 

https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2022/1/14/blackrock-hits-a-record-10-trillion-assets-under-management
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2022/1/14/blackrock-hits-a-record-10-trillion-assets-under-management
https://californiapolicycenter.org/how-much-fossil-fuel-is-left/
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to practical solutions for genuine challenges. But if the people pushing this extreme agenda are not 

stopped cold—and soon—they will destroy our civilization. 

Edward Ring is a senior fellow of the Center for American Greatness. He is also is a contributing 

editor and senior fellow with the California Policy Center, which he co-founded in 2013 and served as 

its first president. Ring is the author of Fixing California: Abundance, Pragmatism, Optimism (2021) 

and The Abundance Choice: Our Fight for More Water in California (2022). 

 Behind the ‘Grid Emergency’ 

A new book explains how California’s power system went so wrong. 

 
(My Photo Buddy/Shutterstock) 

 

 

CALIFORNIA BURNING: BOOK REVIEW                                                                                                               
BY HELEN ANDREWS 

 
 
California Burning: The Fall of Pacific Gas & Electric and What It Means for America’s Power Grid, 

by Katherine Blunt, (Portfolio: August 2022), 368 pages 

 

 

Reporter Katherine Blunt of the Wall Street Journal was lucky in the timing of her new 

book, California Burning: The Fall of Pacific Gas & Electric and What It Means for America’s Power 

Grid. Within 24 hours of its release, California declared a “grid emergency” and customers were 

warned to avoid using major appliances or charging electric cars between 4 and 10 p.m. in order to 

avert blackouts. It was a clear sign that the dysfunction detailed in Blunt’s book is an ongoing concern. 

How did we get here? Or, more accurately, how did we get here again? 

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/smoke-rises-forest-fire-1959253426
https://www.theamericanconservative.com/author/helen-andrews/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/670012/california-burning-by-katherine-blunt/
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Reading about the California energy crisis brings on déjà vu in those who remember the last one, which 

wracked the state in 2000 and 2001. That episode also involved rising prices and rolling blackouts. It 

led to the downfall of a governor, the shuttering of the California Power Exchange, the state’s 

privatized electricity marketplace, and the bankruptcy of the utility company that serves northern 

California, Pacific Gas & Electric. 

Now PG&E is fresh out of bankruptcy proceedings again, for the second time in less than two decades. 

The deeper problems with its grid have not yet been fixed. Why can’t California keep the lights on? 

The two electricity crises had different superficial causes but the fundamental problem in both cases 

was the same. The ideological commitments of politicians and regulators blinded them to the 

depredations of parasitic actors who extracted huge amounts of money from the system and introduced 

instability that ultimately led to disaster. 

In 2000, the ideology was privatization and the predator was Enron. To introduce market forces into 

what had been regulated monopolies, California broke up its utilities and separated electricity 

generation and transmission in the 1990s. Instead of a free market and lower prices, Californians got 

price spikes caused by the manipulations of traders. Blunt quotes from recorded phone calls where 

Enron employees told plant operators, “We want you guys to get a little creative and come up with a 

reason to go down.” The plant went down, on the excuse of a turbine inspection, and the price of 

electricity shot up just as Enron wanted. These kinds of schemes were common. 

This time, the ideology that has captured politicians and regulators is climate change. California has 

been more aggressive than any other state in setting renewable energy targets, currently aiming to be 60 

percent reliant on renewables by 2030. Unfortunately for its ratepayers, these renewable energy 

suppliers rely on billions in subsidies and still cost more per kilowatt-hour than other forms of energy. 

Solar and wind power are also irregular compared to more old-fashioned power plants. The result has 

been unreliable electricity supply and some of the highest power prices in the nation.  

Of the two energy crises, the current one is more severe than that of twenty years ago because of the 

added factor of wildfires. More than a hundred people died and more than a million acres burned in 

these fires. The Camp Fire of 2018, sparked by a downed PG&E transmission line, was the deadliest in 

the state’s history and practically wiped the town of Paradise off the map. The Dixie Fire of 2021 was 

the state’s largest, destroying a total area bigger than Rhode Island. 

There are two competing explanations for why the electricity crisis was more destructive this time 

around. Climate change is the explanation that Governor Gavin Newsom favors, and which Blunt hints 

at. It argues that hotter temperatures and extreme weather are overtaxing the grid and making disasters 

more frequent. 

The problem with climate change as an explanation, though, is that California’s grid is struggling to 

achieve basic service levels even without extreme weather. Back in May, when California energy 

officials warned of rolling blackouts later in the summer, they predicted shortfalls even in the absence 

of heat waves or wildfires. The current heat wave, which led to last week’s “grid emergency,” is merely 

aggravating a problem that existed already. 

Moreover, Blunt documents in detail all the ways that wildfires were caused not by extreme weather 

but by PG&E’s negligence. The fire that destroyed the town of Paradise was caused by a worn down 
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iron hook, originally purchased in 1919, that broke and shed sparks onto dry brush. When investigators 

sought records of how often that part of the line had been inspected, they found no files at all prior to 

2001—not unusual given PG&E’s spotty recordkeeping. (When a gas line exploded in 2010 and 

investigators sought records of pipeline conditions across the system, a PG&E employee responded, 

“God knows what is underground.”) Records after 2001 showed inspectors viewing the hook from the 

air and from the ground, but no one had actually climbed the tower to see it up close.  

This leads to the second explanation for why California is less able to cope with electricity problems 

today, which is that it is further along in its ongoing Third Worldization. What it means to be Third 

World has no precise definition but it has to do with losing the capacity to keep basic things 

functioning. Standards slip, fewer people every year remember how to maintain legacy systems, and 

eventually those systems collapse.  

South Africa’s electricity supplier Eskom was named the best power company in the world in 2001. 

Twenty years later, the company is plagued by rampant blackouts (known euphemistically as “load 

shedding”) as well as internal corruption and rate evasion. Last year, President Cyril Ramaphosa passed 

a new law allowing private companies to build their own power plants up to 100 megawatts (the 

previous limit was 1 MW). That was a solution for mining companies that were shuttering facilities 

where they could not count on regular power. Small businesses and residences already considered gas-

powered generators a necessity for when load-shedding hits their neighborhood. 

A telling episode in Blunt’s book is the search for a new CEO that PG&E undertook in 2016. One of 

the finalists was Nick Stavropoulos, who had performed an incredible feat in bringing the gas division 

up to industry standards after the 2010 San Bruno explosion, in the face of widespread employee 

demoralization after an unpopular CEO’s flat-footed reforms. Stavropoulos was going to work the same 

magic on the electricity division, which, if anything, needed it more. 

Instead, the company went with a woman named Geisha Williams, born in Cuba, who became the first 

Latina to head a Fortune 500 company. Her resume was impressive on paper. On the other hand, a 

leaked email from a staffer at the California Public Utilities Commission referred to Williams as 

“senior vice president of bullshittery.” Stavropoulos was “bitterly disappointed” at being passed over, 

according to Blunt, and soon left the company. The board forced Williams to resign in 2019, as the 

company was on the brink of filing for bankruptcy. 

California’s power brokers feel that they can focus on political goals, like diversity in C-suites and 

renewable energy targets, because they trust that the basic functioning of the system is guaranteed. 

They take it for granted. But as the example of Eskom shows, this is not a safe assumption. A power 

grid works because people know how to make it work. If those people are sidelined or cast off, or if 

political priorities drown out their advice, the system can carry on out of sheer momentum for a while, 

even for years. But not forever. 

 

Helen Andrews is a senior editor at The American Conservative, and the author of BOOMERS: The 

Men and Women Who Promised Freedom and Delivered Disaster (Sentinel, January 2021). She has 

worked at the Washington Examiner and National Review, and as a think tank researcher at the Centre 

for Independent Studies in Sydney, Australia. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies from 

Yale University. Her work has appeared in The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, First 

Things, The Claremont Review of Books, Hedgehog Review, and many others. You can follow her on 

Twitter at @herandrews. 

https://twitter.com/herandrews
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PLUTOCRATIC SOCIALISM AND WAR ON THE 

MIDDLE CLASS 
The future of the republic depends on the middle-class virtues that property 

ownership helps to cultivate                                                                                            
BY MARK T. MITCHELL 

  

 

 
U.S. President Barack Obama at Farm Neck Golf Club on Martha's Vineyard, August 11, 

2013. (Vincent DeWitt-Pool/Getty Images) 
 

https://www.theamericanconservative.com/author/mark-t-mitchell/
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It is becoming increasingly obvious something is amiss. One might be tempted to recall the words of a 

nineteenth-century revolutionary: “A specter is haunting Europe—the specter of Communism.” But the 

bloody history of the last century has demonstrated beyond question that Marx was no prophet.  

However, a specter is, indeed, haunting not just Europe but the entire world, and ground zero for this 

strange new spirit is the United States, a land where communism never gained a foothold. This rising 

spirit has no widely recognized name at present, but it has certain definitive characteristics that coalesce 

into a singular, grotesque reality. Call it Plutocratic Socialism.  

First, consider some facts. In a 2019 Gallup poll, 43 percent of Americans claimed that some form of 

socialism would be good for the country. When the same question was put to Americans in 1942, only 

25 percent looked favorably on the socialist agenda. The same poll found that a majority of Democrats 

today have a positive view of socialism. The political agenda being pushed by Democrats in Congress 

and by the White House suggests, at the very least, a concerted effort to expand government programs, 

and in the process expand the lists of clients who find themselves increasingly dependent upon the 

largesse of the federal government.  

Public intellectuals give voice to rising concerns that capitalism is the root cause of some of our most 

persistent and seemingly intractable problems. Race-guru Ibram X. Kendi puts the matter succinctly 

and with his characteristic antipathy to nuance: “Capitalism is essentially racist; racism is essentially 

capitalist.” Climate journalist Paul Mason writes that “to save the planet, we have to end capitalism,” 

and unless we act swiftly, we face “global catastrophe.” The implications are clear. To end two of the 

greatest scourges of our day—racism and climate change—we must eradicate capitalism. The apparent 

alternative? Socialism.  

At the same time, the much-beleaguered middle class struggles. Many young people find that the 

relative independence that membership in that class promises is simply beyond reach. Consider these 

changes: A report published by the Economic Policy Institute found that between 1945 and 1973 “the 

top 1 percent captured just 4.9 percent of all income growth over that period.” However, between 1973 

and 2007 the trend dramatically reversed: “58.7 percent of all income growth [was] concentrated in the 

hands of the top 1 percent of families.”  

According to the Pew Research Center, “the hollowing of the American middle-class has proceeded 

steadily for more than four decades.” In 1971, 61 percent—a clear majority—of Americans were in the 

middle-class. By 2015, 50 percent were middle-class, with growth occurring both at the upper and 

lower ends. Home-ownership, long considered a vital indicator of middle-class status, has become an 

increasingly elusive dream. Under-employment, student debt, inflation, and a general demoralization 

have led many to conclude that their standard of living, and happiness in general, will not approximate 

that of their parents.  

Almost as if in response to the frustration, the World Economic Forum launched an ad campaign that 

included eight predictions for 2030. The first: “You’ll own nothing. And you’ll be happy.” This was 

part of a larger initiative they called the “Great Reset.” The coronavirus pandemic provided a focal 

point and a sense of urgency. The looming “existential threat” of climate change made sweeping action 

necessary in order to prevent a catastrophe that would dwarf the carnage inflicted by the coronavirus. 

The killing of George Floyd in May 2020 touched off protests in the U.S. and around the globe raising 

awareness of racial injustice that seemed to require profound systemic changes.  
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The common denominator: crisis. The common agent of change? Government power in partnership 

with many of the world’s largest multinational corporations. According to the WEF website, “The 

world must act jointly and swiftly to revamp all aspects of our societies and economies, from education 

to social contracts and working conditions. Every country, from the United States to China, must 

participate, and every industry, from oil and gas to tech, must be transformed. In short, we need a 

‘Great Reset’ of capitalism.” 

The Great Reset represents a sweeping vision for world-wide transformation that mirrors, on a larger 

scale, the ambitions of the Green New Deal here at home. The collaboration of national governments, 

international organizations, and transnational corporations suggests a consolidation of power unlike any 

other peace-time initiative in history. If every country “from the United States to China” joins forces 

with the world’s most powerful corporations, the ability to effect change will be almost irresistible.  

Consider, in this context, some of the “partner” corporations listed at the WEF website: Amazon, 

Apple, Barclays, Boing, China Construction Bank, Deutsche Bank, Discovery, European Investment 

Bank, Facebook, Goldman Sachs, IBM, JPMorgan Chase & Co., Kaiser Permanente, LinkedIn, 

Mastercard, Microsoft, Nasdaq, Netflix, The New York Times, PayPal, Pfizer, Tyson Foods, UPS, 

Visa, Walmart, Western Union, and dozens more. What is described here is a global plutocracy: rule by 

the wealthy. 

The Great Reset makes explicit a dynamic that has been developing for some time. This new plutocracy 

is expanding its reach and concentrating its power. In the process, the lines between public and private 

money and power—between big business and big government—become increasingly blurred.  

Yet wealth is not sufficient for gaining access to the current plutocratic class. What is also necessary is 

a particular outlook, a plutocratic psychology, if you will. This illusory meritocracy is rooted in the 

false belief that wealth, or proximity to wealth, is an indication of special moral virtue. Not 

surprisingly, this belief manifests itself in a disposition of self-righteousness whereby those infected by 

it come to see themselves as superior to their fellow-citizens who are, alas, not wealthy or connected. 

They come to see themselves as above the law, for law is necessary for controlling the common citizen, 

but it is certainly not something that should limit those possessing the moral superiority that wealth 

would seem to denote. Thus, the plutocracy is characterized by both insolence and self-righteousness, 

and it is not conveniently confined to either the left or right. 

A plutocratic class, if it is to survive in a democratic age, must placate insecure, propertyless citizens 

with state-sponsored benefits that provide the illusion of security. This welfare state will, in time, 

generate explicit calls for socialist policies and programs. Plutocratic Socialism, then, is a system built 

on a symbiotic relationship between two seemingly opposed classes: plutocrats and socialists.  

We are now witnessing this in America. Of course, the call for socialism today is energized by a woke 

agenda that takes matters far beyond the confines of economic theory. This woke socialism blames 

capitalism not only for economic injustices but for racism, climate change, and a host of other nefarious 

wrongs. This sets the stage for a radical economic, social, and political transformation. The language of 

revolution—even civil war—is in the air, and the pent-up energy is palpable. 

It is important to appreciate the fundamental tension inherent in the union of plutocracy and woke 

socialism. Woke socialism is rooted in the claim that the world is sharply divided between two classes 

construed in various ways as the oppressors and the oppressed, the victimizers and the victims, the 



25 

 

powerful and the weak. Plutocrats clearly hold the power and those deemed oppressed or 

marginalized—people of color, women, the poor, those identifying as LGBT, etc.—do not.  

It is at this point that things get dicey. Plutocrats must appear to make common cause with the 

oppressed lest they forfeit the perception of moral authority. To do so they must convince themselves 

that their special virtue and status provide them with the unique opportunity to do important work on 

behalf of the oppressed thereby legitimating their own relentless hold on wealth, status, and power. 

How else can one explain the self-righteous arrogance of the plutocratic class? How else can one 

explain the full-on embrace of the Woke agenda by corporate leaders, the military, colleges and 

universities, the media and so on? How else can one understand the Davos set—comprised of political 

officials, corporate leaders, and prominent media figures—flying private jets to their annual confab in 

Switzerland to issue vehement condemnations of behavior that contributes to the “climate crisis.” Their 

sense of self-importance far exceeds their carbon footprints, which are, alas, far larger than average. 

They are not socialists, and they never intend to forfeit their wealth, power, and status in the name of 

equality (or even equity).  

This, in a curious fashion, brings us back to Marx. Plutocratic Socialism represents a strange alliance 

that would have stunned and dismayed the old fellow. It is as if the bourgeoisie and the proletariat 

decided to strike a secret pact and work together rather than allow their rancorous animosity to ignite a 

full-blown revolution. The leadership of both classes have much to gain by this seemingly bizarre 

arrangement. Plutocrats gain moral legitimacy, and socialist leaders gain wealth, status, and power.  

This hidden dynamic is one reason why socialist revolutions never come to a successful termination but 

instead remain stuck in a “transitional” phase where the plutocrats—and those fortunate individuals 

drawn into their orbit—secure the wealth, status, and power while the revolutionary energy of the 

masses is allowed to fester perpetually. The persistent frustration is kept from exploding by a steady 

trickle of goods and services that takes the edge off the despair while fostering a habit of dependence. 

The recent student-loan forgiveness initiative is a perfect example of this dynamic. 

 

Although he was deadly wrong in so many ways, Marx did understand that democracy provided an 

opportunity for revolutionary change. He argued that the first step in the communist revolution was to 

“win the battle of democracy.” This battle will be won when a majority becomes convinced that the 

free market is unjust, that property owners have likely benefited from this unjust system, and that 

socialist policies are necessary and desirable.  

Plutocratic Socialism represents the real-life conclusion to the Marxist fantasy. The plutocratic class—

working in tandem with socialist agitators in the streets, the educational institutions, and the media—is 

striving relentlessly toward this end, one where citizens are increasingly dependent and the power of 

their plutocratic masters is further entrenched. All that stands in the way of this revolutionary agenda 

are middle class citizens who disdain both the servility of socialism and the insolent power of the 

plutocracy.  

The American Founders understood that political freedom and broadly distributed private property 

stand or fall together. Anyone concerned about the future of freedom, and about the future of our 

republic, must work tirelessly to bolster and expand the middle class, middle class property, and the 
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middle class virtues that property ownership helps to cultivate. The strength—indeed, the very 

survival—of our republic is fundamentally tied to the strength of our middle class. 

Mark T. Mitchell is Dean of Academic Affairs at Patrick Henry College and the author, most recently, 

of Plutocratic Socialism: The Future of Private Property and the Fate of the Middle Class. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ANDY CALDWELL SHOW NOW LOCAL IN SLO 

COUNTY 

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=144&rlz=1T4ADRA_enUS556US556&tbm=isch&tbnid=bNh77TRjKKwK-M:&imgrefurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/news9405.php&docid=tyoBhh9O1_V_FM&imgurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/horse.gif&w=292&h=280&ei=PtDVUrCQPMOy2wW1j4DgDQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=1036&page=8&ndsp=21&ved=0CJ4BEIQcMDM4ZA
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Now you can listen to THE ANDY CALDWELL SHOW  
in Santa Barbara, Santa Maria & San Luis Obispo Counties! 

 
We are pleased to announce that The Andy Caldwell Show is now broadcasting 
out of San Luis Obispo County on FM 98.5 in addition to AM 1290/96.9 Santa 

Barbara and AM 1240/99.5 Santa Maria 

    
 

The show now covers the broadcast area from Ventura to Templeton -  
THE only show of its kind on the Central Coast covering local, state, national and 

international issues! 
3:00 – 5:00 PM WEEKDAYS You can also listen to The 

Andy Caldwell Show LIVE on the Tune In Radio App and previously aired shows 
at:  3:00 – 5:00 PM WEEKDAYS You can also listen to The Andy Caldwell Show 

LIVE on the Tune In Radio App and 
Previously aired shows at: 

 COUNTY UPDATES OCCUR MONDAYS AT 4:30 PM 
 

MIKE BROWN IS THE REGULAR MONDAY GUEST AT 4:30 

SUPPORT COLAB!    

                                                                                                                           

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wv6B06qB7-ZnuXLgl1J0yIlTxOCY2PpdIElhtHAOK7v28eOOR5ibwpsPhlADImlvI-uFwWHWoo5J8L6SjyU7BKPzq1QzctWsfSGTQKNxMu5qz7mNq5BrtredjlioxdwcH-uYII8Mf7zi4zM9Tn5eVYOqxcvLzO9NDU2HsXhVms-ujpBr7ePDPQ==&c=4iCWmBKlTqfjKqciNrC0lh0RDf6r1VX_zO0UzoGMmrmOersLVBf-tQ==&ch=vn-4cYs7ynIPFDXBZWt6iLor7Y6BYqppfzW_y4OhA2qsbDufB_ayGg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wv6B06qB7-ZnuXLgl1J0yIlTxOCY2PpdIElhtHAOK7v28eOOR5ibwpsPhlADImlvI-uFwWHWoo5J8L6SjyU7BKPzq1QzctWsfSGTQKNxMu5qz7mNq5BrtredjlioxdwcH-uYII8Mf7zi4zM9Tn5eVYOqxcvLzO9NDU2HsXhVms-ujpBr7ePDPQ==&c=4iCWmBKlTqfjKqciNrC0lh0RDf6r1VX_zO0UzoGMmrmOersLVBf-tQ==&ch=vn-4cYs7ynIPFDXBZWt6iLor7Y6BYqppfzW_y4OhA2qsbDufB_ayGg==
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MIKE BROWN ADVOCATES BEFORE THE BOS 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

VICTOR DAVIS HANSON ADDRESSES A COLAB FORUM 

 

 
 

DAN WALTERS EXPLAINS SACTO MACHINATIONS AT A COLAB FORUM 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/HfU-cXA7I8E/maxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfU-cXA7I8E&docid=HSEK4W0x1Civ2M&tbnid=NICVGZqZ5lbcVM:&vet=10ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw..i&w=1280&h=720&bih=643&biw=1366&q=colab san luis obispo&ved=0ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/T17uSFpWkcw/mqdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://calcoastnews.com/2016/07/slo-county-supervisors-put-sales-tax-ballot/&docid=OUqi0WLMze01uM&tbnid=ql40TXlQtctTiM:&vet=1&w=320&h=180&bih=643&biw=1366&ved=0ahUKEwif6I7UuL7VAhVkqFQKHUqaAcc4ZBAzCDsoNTA1&iact=c&ictx=1
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AUTHOR & NATIONALLY SYNDICATED COMMENTATOR BEN SHAPIRO APPEARED 

AT A COLAB ANNUAL DINNER 

 

   
 

NATIONAL RADIO AND TV COMMENTATOR HIGH HEWITT AT COLAB DINNER 

 

   
MIKE BROWN RALLIES THE FORCES OUTDOORS DURING COVID LOCKDOWN 

 

    

 

JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE TO COLAB ON THE NEXT PAGE 

Join COLAB or contribute by control clicking at: COLAB San Luis 

Obispo County (colabslo.org) or use the form below: 

 

https://www.colabslo.org/membership.asp
https://www.colabslo.org/membership.asp
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cloudfront.mediamatters.org/static/images/item/benshapiro-fox2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://mediamatters.org/blog/2013/06/27/breitbartcoms-shapiro-imagines-churches-will-no/194656&h=596&w=924&tbnid=EJgjcBHeHP0_yM:&zoom=1&docid=jg6l7tHrajWRPM&ei=i2WHVJLMFdHtoASbxYDIBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CFIQMygVMBU&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=498&page=2&start=10&ndsp=21
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiVqOPwpNTdAhWPCDQIHaC7AVYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/hugh-hewitt/&psig=AOvVaw2KgvCuZhnzSimJIDCbQjwj&ust=1537900749442226
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